Protective effect of UL-409, a herbal formulation against physical and chemical factor induced gastric and duodenal ulcers in experimental animals.
UL-409, a herbal formulation, was investigated for its possible ulcero-protective activity in Wistar rats of either sex and male guinea pigs. Oral administration of UL-409 at a dose of 600 mg/kg significantly prevented the occurrence of cold-restraint stress induced ulcerations. It significantly inhibited gastric ulceration induced by alcohol and aspirin, as well as cysteamine and histamine induced duodenal ulcers in rats and guinea pigs, respectively. The volume and acidity of gastric juice in pyloric ligated rats was reduced by UL-409. It also significantly, and dose dependently, promoted gastric mucus secretion in normal as well as in stress, drug and alcohol induced ulceration in animals. On the basis of these observations, we conclude that UL-409 possesses antiulcer activity and that the observed activity may be due to the modulation of defensive factors by improvement in gastric cytoprotection.